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American Mafias Conviction in Boston College Betting Case
The American Mafia was involved in many criminal activities, including betting on college sports. Five members of the Lucchese crime family were earlier convicted by a federal jury in 1981, after having being involved in the manipulation of the Boston College Basketball results. The five convicted individuals included Rick Kuhn, Henry Hill, James Burke, Paul Mazzei, Anthony Perla, and Rocco Perla. Rick Kuhn, who was a well-known member of the American Mafia, was also a player of the Boston College basketball team. Kuhn, with his other four co-defendants, was involved in the manipulation of the Boston College games results during the 1978-1979 season (Barnes, 1981). In this manipulation, Kuhn, with the other four members were said to have bribed and intimidated several members of the basketball team to ensure that the results of each game would be in favor of their bets (Wilbur, 2014).
The five individuals were convicted by United States District Judge Henry Bramwell to receive a maximum sentence of 30 years each, with a fine of $45,000. According to Barnes, Henry Hill, James Burke had earlier been convicted of extortion in Florida in the year 1972. It is also said that they were highly suspected members of a robbery attack at the Lufthansa Cargo Terminal in New York, where approximately $9 million was stolen.
 As detailed in the textbook, American Mafia is mostly active in the North-eastern parts of the U.S., with most criminal activities carried out in New York City and New England in areas such as Boston. The manipulation of basketball game results was in Boston and most specifically pertained to the Boston College games. Therefore, this is a major similarity of the gangster group, with relevance to the textbook and this article. As detailed in this article, each of the convicted individuals had a bad reputation and was greatly involved in crime. James Burke, for instance, is said to have been a reputed crime figure, and Paul Mazzei is said to have been earlier convicted due to narcotics (Barnes, 1981). Therefore, it is evident in this article that the American Mafia was involved in all kinds of criminal activities, ranging from robbery and narcotics to betting. Through their criminal activities, they highly altered the U.S. economy. The American Mafia was in a motive to control various macroeconomic industries in the U.S., a tactic that greatly enabled them to grow in power.
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